
New City Catechism  PART 1 God, creation and fall, law 

 
Q7: What does the law of God require? 
Personal, perfect, and perpetual obedience; that we love God with all our heart, 

soul, mind, and strength; and love our neighbour as ourselves. What God forbids 

should never be done and what God commands should always be done. 

Matthew 22:37–40 
Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your 

neighbour as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

Commentary 

Loving the Lord God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength is the first great branch of 

Christian righteousness. You shall delight yourself in the Lord your God; seeking and finding 

all happiness in Him. You shall hear and fulfil His word, "My son, give me your heart." And 

having given Him your inmost soul to reign there without a rival, you may well cry out in the 

fullness of your heart, "I will love You, O my Lord, my strength. The Lord IS my strong rock; 

my Saviour, my God, in whom l trust.'' The second commandment, the second great branch 

of Christian righteousness, is closely and inseparably connected with the first: "Love your 

neighbour as yourself." Love—embrace with the most tender goodwill, the most earnest 

and cordial affection, the most inflamed desires of preventing or removing all evil and 

bringing every possible good. Your neighbour—not only your friends, kinfolk, or 

acquaintances; not only the virtuous ones who regard you, who extend or return your 

kindness, but every person, not excluding those you have never seen or know by name; not 

excluding those you know to be evil and unthankful, those who despitefully use you. Even 

those you shall love as yourself with the same invariable thirst after their happiness. Use the 

same unwearied care to screen them from whatever might grieve or hurt either their soul or 

body. This is love. 

John Wesley (1703–1791). An English preacher and theologian, Wesley is largely credited, along with his brother Charles, 

with founding the English Methodist movement. He travelled generally on horseback, preaching two or three times each 

day, and is said to have preached more than 40,000 sermons. He also was a noted hymn-writer. 

From “The Two Great Commandments” in Renew My Heart: Classic Insights by John Wesley (Uhrichsville, Ohio: Barbour, 
2011). 



Further Reading 

“Law” in Concise Theology, by J. I. Packer. 

Prayer 

We thank you Heavenly Father that you have not left us to grope in the darkness without 

any light to show us the way. We thank you that your Word is a lamp unto our feet and a 

light unto our path. And we thank you that you have given us in the Holy Spirit an indwelling 

comforter and strengthener who writes your law in our hearts enabling us to love and to 

obey it. Grant us in increasing measure the fullness of the Spirit that we may live a life that is 

pleasing in your holy sight. For the glory of your great name. Amen. 

John Stott (1921–2011). An English Anglican preacher who for many years served as rector of All Souls Church in London, 
Stott was one of the principal framers of the Lausanne Covenant (1974). His numerous books include Why I Am a 
Christian and The Cross of Christ. 

From the end of the sermon “The Call to Fulfil the Law” on Matthew 5:17–20, recorded 15th October 1989, available 
from www.allsouls.org. 
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New City Catechism  PART 1 God, creation and fall, law 
 
Q8: What is the law of God stated in the Ten Commandments? 
You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an 

idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the 

waters below—you shall not bow down to them or worship them. You shall 

not misuse the name of the LORD your God. Remember the Sabbath day by 

keeping it holy. Honour your father and your mother. You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not give false 

testimony. You shall not covet. 

Exodus 20:3 and Deuteronomy 5:7 

You shall have no other gods before me. 

Commentary 

Thou shalt not have another God than me: 

Thou shalt not to an Image bow thy Knee.  

Thou shalt not take the Name of God in vain:  

See that the Sabbath thou do not profane.  

Honour thy Father and thy Mother too: 

In Act or Thought see thou no Murder do.  

From Fornication keep thy body clean: 

Thou shalt not steal, though thou be very mean. 

Bear no false Witness, keep thee without Spot: 

What is thy Neighbour’s see thou Covet not. 

The danger doth not lie in the breaking of one or two of these ten [commandments] only, 

but it doth lie even in the transgression of any one of them. As you know, if a king should 

give forth ten particular commands, to be obeyed by his subjects upon pain of death; now, if 

any man doth transgress against any one of these ten, he doth commit treason, as if he had 

broke them all, and lieth liable to have the sentence of the law as certainly passed on him, 

as if he had broken every particular of them…. These things are clear as touching the law of 

God, as it is a covenant of works: If a man do fulfil nine of the commandments, and yet 

breaketh but one, that being broken will as surely destroy him, and shut him out from the 

joys of heaven, as if he had actually transgressed against them all…. Though thou shouldst 

fulfil this covenant or law, even all of it, for a long time, ten, twenty, forty, fifty, or 

threescore years; yet if thou do chance to slip, and break one of them but once before thou 

die, thou art also gone and lost by that covenant…. For, my friends, you must understand, 

that…as they that are under the covenant of grace shall surely be saved by it, so, even so, 

they that are under the covenants of works and the law, they shall surely be damned by it, if 

continuing therein…. Again, you must consider that this law doth not only condemn words 

and actions…but it hath authority to condemn the most secret thoughts of the heart, being 



evil; so that if thou do not speak any word that is evil, as swearing, lying, jesting, 

dissembling, or any other word that tendeth to, or savoureth of sin, yet if there should 

chance to pass but one vain thought through thy heart, but one in all thy lifetime, the law 

taketh hold of it, accuseth, and also will condemn thee for it…. And so likewise of all the rest 

of the commands, if there be any thought that is evil do but pass thorough thy heart, 

whether it be against God, or against man in the least measure, though possibly not 

discerned of thee, or by thee, yet the law takes hold of thee therefore, and doth by its 

authority, both cast, condemn, and execute thee for thy so doing. 

John Bunyan (1628–1688). Known as the tinker of Elstow, Bunyan underwent a dramatic conversion experience and 
became a leading Puritan preacher. As his popularity grew, Bunyan increasingly became a target for slander and libel and 
was eventually imprisoned. It was during his time in prison that he commenced his best known work The Pilgrim’s 
Progress, first printed in 1678. 

The poem is “Upon the Ten Commandments” in A Book for Boys and Girls, or, Country Rhymes for Children (London: Elliot 

Stock, 1890), 1. The quote is from “The Doctrine of the Law and Grace Unfolded” in The Works of that Eminent Servant of 

Christ Mr. John Bunyan, Volume 3 (Edinburgh: Sands, Murray & Cochran, 1769), 245–247. 

Further Reading 

“Revelation” in Concise Theology, by J. I. Packer. 

Prayer 

O my God and Lord, help me by thy grace to learn and understand thy commandments 
more fully every day and to live by them…. Preserve my heart so that I shall never again 
become forgetful and ungrateful, that I may never seek after other gods or other 
consolation on earth or in any creature, but cling truly and solely to thee, my only God. 
Amen, dear Lord God and Father. Amen. 

Martin Luther (1483–1546). A German Protestant pastor and professor of theology, Luther was the son of a mining family, intended to 
become a lawyer, and at first took monastic orders. On 31 October 1517 Luther nailed his Ninety-Five Theses to the door of a church in 
Wittenberg, sparking the Reformation. His refusal to retract his writings at the demand of Pope Leo X and Emperor Charles V resulted in his 
excommunication. Luther wrote many works, including his small and large catechisms, and preached hundreds of sermons in churches and 
universities. 
 
From Luther’s Prayers, edited by Herbert F. Brokering, from the translation by Charles E. Kistler (Minneapolis: Augsburg Books, 1967), 51. 
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